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How to become a Free Mover 

As an international student, you can apply to Universität Hamburg as a "Free Mover" to study 

here for one semester. The prolonging of your stay to the maximum of two semesters is only 

possible after a successful application for one semester. This document is intended to give you 

the most important information about how to become a Free Mover at the Faculty of Busi-

ness, Economics and Social Sciences or the Universität Hamburg Business School. 

 

 

 

Checklist – To Do’s 

Application Periods: For Winter Term 01.04.-01.05., For Summer Term 01.11.-01.12. 

☐ Choose your program! 

☐ Apply as a free mover at our International Office 

☐ Apply for enrolment at STiNE (Instructions will follow once you are accepted) 

☐ Enrolment at Universität Hamburg 

☐ Choose your courses 

☐ Register for courses before the semester start 

 

Don’t forget to: 

☐ Get a Residence Permit (if you need one) 

☐ Find accommodation for the duration of your stay 

 

Application requirement: 

In order to apply and to study as a free mover, you should be enrolled at a respective study level 

(Bachelor or Master) and a similar study program at one of the universities outside of  

Germany. 

tel:+4940428383624
mailto:inc.wiso@uni-hamburg.de
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/internationales/international-office.html
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1. Choose a program 

The Faculty of Business, Economics and Social Sciences offers various programs for which you 

can apply as a Free Mover. You can find them down below: 

Bachelor / Undergraduate studies: 

Program       Language of instructions 

B.Sc. Volkswirtschaftslehre (Economics)   German, a few courses in English 

B.A. Soziologie (Sociology)     German, a few courses in English 

B.A. Politikwissenschaften (Political Science)   German, a few courses in English 

B.A. Sozialökonomie (Socioeconomics)   German, a few courses in English 

(Courses in Business Administration, Economics,  

Sociology, Labor Law, Business Law, European Law) 

Master / Graduate studies: 

Program       Language of instruction 

M.Sc. Economics      English 

M.Sc. Politics, Economics, Philosophy    English 

M.A. Politikwissenschaft (Political Science)   German, a few courses in English 

M.Sc. Health Economics and Health Care Management German, a few courses in English 

M.Sc. Interdisziplinäre Public und Nonprofit Studien  German, a few courses in English 

(Interdisciplinary Public and Nonprofit Studies) 

M.A. Arbeit, Wirtschaft, Gesellschaft –    German, little courses in English 

Ökonomische und Soziologische Studien 

(Labor, Economy, Society – economical and  

sociological studies) 

M.A. Human Resource Management    German 

M.A. Communication and Journalism Research for a  English 

sustainable Society (COMSUSTAIN) 

M.A. Soziologie (Sociology)     German 
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The Universität Hamburg Business School offers one programs on each level: 

 

Bachelor / Undergraduate studies: 

Program       Language of instruction 

B.Sc. Business Administration     German, a few courses in English 

 

Master / Graduate studies: 

Program       Language of instruction 

M.Sc. Business Administration    English 

 

 

2. Application at our International Office 

If you would like to apply as a free mover for one of the programs mentioned above, please  

e-mail us (the team in the International Office) the following documents: 

 

☐ A personal statement / letter of motivation (in what program would you like to study 

and why?) 

☐ Your CV (in tabular form), including your date of birth and place of birth 

☐ Bachelor students: a Transcript of Records of current enrollment in the respective pro-

gram at your home university 

☐ Master students: a copy (no certification needed) of your Bachelor / undergraduate di-

ploma and a Transcript of Records of your current program 

☐ A certificate of enrollment of the current semester 

☐ Language Certificate for all languages you will study in (German B2 CEFR or/and English 

B2 CEFR), must be no older than two years by the time your exchange semester starts 

 

Once we received your documents, we will request a so-called “Betreuungszusage” (proof of 

academic supervision) from the responsible professor for you since you will need this for your 

application as Free Mover. 

Do not take care of this yourself! 

The written confirmation can also be submitted when you apply for a visa to enter Germany as 

a student. If you want to know whether you need a visa to enter Germany, please check out the 

list of countries requiring a visa from the Foreign Office. 

Please make sure you apply for your visa in good time with the responsible German foreign 

representatives, as it can take 2 to 3 months to process. 

mailto:inc.wiso@uni-hamburg.de
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/visa-service/-/231148
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/ReiseUndSicherheit/deutsche-auslandsvertretungen/03-webseitenav
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/ReiseUndSicherheit/deutsche-auslandsvertretungen/03-webseitenav
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Visas, residency permits and work permits before, while and after you study in Hamburg (PDF) 

3. Enrolment 

Instructions on how to apply for enrolment on STiNE will be sent to you once you have been 

accepted. Your temporary semester documents, including a matriculation number at Universi-

tät Hamburg, access data for the Studies Information Net (STiNE) as well as additional infor-

mation about paying your semester fee and your temporary public transport ticket will be 

emailed to you as well. 

4. Health insurance 

Once you have been accepted, you will need to submit, in addition to your application for en-

rollment, proof of health insurance coverage. Please contact the responsible health insurance 

agency for proper documents. 

State health insurance agencies provide the following information to all applicants: 

▪ whether you are insured independently or through your parents' health insurance pol-

icy (this document must also include the ref. no. of your insurance agency and your ref. 

no.). 

▪ whether you are exempt from an insurance obligation, e.g. because you are insured 

through a private agency (all state agencies can issue a statement to this effect). 

Students who have a European health insurance card can submit a copy to prove that they are 

insured. Please inform yourself in good time about the extent and kind of medical services, bill-

ing practices and compensation involved should you require medical treatment in Germany. 

Travel health insurance does not provide sufficient coverage for the duration of studies in Ger-

many. Therefore, please do not take out travel health insurance for your stay. 

If you need to prove that you have health insurance in order to apply for a visa, you can take out 

a provisional policy for the first three months of your stay. Once you arrive in Hamburg, you can 

take out a full policy for the length of your stay. International students, who are currently living 

abroad and do not yet have valid health insurance in Germany, will need to submit proof of 

health insurance immediately following arrival in Germany. 

5. Choosing courses 

The regulations on course choice differ, depending on which degree level and program you will 

be studying in. Please find an overview of all courses of the previous and the current semester 

which are open to international students as well as regulations for your specific department 

and degree here. 

6. Registering for courses 

Your will receive all information on how to register for your courses during the Online Welcome 

Session a few weeks before your exchange semester starts. Don’t worry, you do not have to 

register for any courses before then. 

https://www.uni-hamburg.de/en/campuscenter/studienorganisation/formulare-informationsmerkblaetter/visas-residence-permits.pdf
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/internationales/international-office/study-with-us/studying-at-uhh/course-choice.html
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7. Residence permit 

If you would like to know whether or not you need a residence permit to study in Germany, 

please check out the list of countries requiring a visa. Non-EU citizens need an electronic resi-

dence permit for their stay in Germany; there are different requirements according to your na-

tionality. Please find information on the application process and opening hours of the embassy 

in charge here. You should apply for your residence permit no later than 3-4 months before 

departure! 

8. Accommodation 

As Free Mover, it is your own responsibility to get accommodation. The International Office 

cannot support you with your search. 

This overview gives you some helpful links and addresses. You can’t apply for the Studierenden-

werk dormitory rooms. 

 

Contact  

International Office of the Faculty of Business, Economics and Social Sciences & Universität 

Hamburg Business School 

Universität Hamburg 

Von-Melle-Park 5 (Entrance C) 

20146 Hamburg 

Germany 

 

E-Mail: inc.wiso@uni-hamburg.de 

https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/internationales/international-office/study-with-us.html  

 

 

We hope this overview was helpful to you and that we can welcome you as a Freemover at 

Universität Hamburg soon! 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/visa-service/-/231148
https://www.hamburg.com/publicservice/info/111207617/n0/
https://www.hamburg.com/publicservice/info/111207617/n0/
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/ReiseUndSicherheit/deutsche-auslandsvertretungen/03-webseitenav
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/internationales/international-office/study-with-us/studying-at-uhh/housing.html
mailto:inc.wiso@uni-hamburg.de
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/internationales/international-office/study-with-us.html

