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SEMINAR CALENDAR 
 
Environmental and Development Economics 
Christoph Semken, University of Toronto: Wednesday May 6 
The Marginal Impact of Emission Reductions: Estimates, Beliefs and 12:00–14:00 
Behavior R. 0031 (VMP5) 
 
Hamburg Lectures in Law and Economics 
Ganna Yudkivska, European Court of Human Rights: Wednesday May 6 
Human Rights Between Idealism and Self-Destruction: Lessons from the 18:15–19:45 
European Court R. 223 (ILE) 
 Alsterterrasse 1 
This seminar is held in a hybrid format. To register for online participation via Zoom, please send an 
e-mail by 11:30 AM on the day of the lecture to lectures-ile@uni-hamburg.de. 
 
Forschungswerkstatt Master AWG 
Hylke Dijkstra, RUB Groningen: Thursday May 7 
Do robots change the task content of labor inputs along the complete 12:15-13:30 
value chain? R. S27 (VMP 9) 
 
Microeconomics 
Marina Schröder, University of Hannover: Thursday May 7 
An Experimental Study on The Influence of Prior Experience on the 17:15–18:45 
Adaptation of New Technologies R. 0031 (VMP 5) 
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ABSTRACTS 
 

Environmental and Development Economics 
Christoph Semken, University of Toronto: 
The Marginal Impact of Emission Reductions: Estimates, Beliefs and Behavior 
 
Abstract:  
An important driver of climate change inaction is the belief that individuals cannot have any tangible 

impact on climate change through their own actions. Currently available statistics are not suited to 

systematically assess or challenge this belief. In this paper, I derive the marginal impact of emission 

reductions – the effect of reducing emissions by 1 tonne of CO₂ (tCO₂) – on physical climate change 

outcomes, document important misperceptions, show how they affect behavior, and derive policy 

implications. Using climate models, I find that the impact of reducing emissions by 1 tCO₂ is thousands 

of liters less glacier ice melting, several additional hours of aggregate life expectancy, and multiple m² 

less vegetation undergoing ecosystem change. Subjects underestimate these figures by orders of 

magnitude. Moreover, their mental model is inconsistent with climate models. First, they misperceive 

climate change as a threshold public goods game. Second, they incorrectly assume that the marginal 

impact increases when others also reduce their emissions (strategic complementarity). Providing 

subjects with the climate scientific findings causally increases perceived self-efficacy, intentions to 

reduce own emissions, and real donations to reduce global emissions. The misperceptions and treatment 

effect are consistent with a mental model of threshold thinking, which predicts positive overall emission 

reductions of information provision in equilibrium. Providing information about the marginal impact is 

a cost-effective demand-side mitigation strategy. The information can also serve as a catalyst for other 

climate policies by reframing their benefits and challenging arguments against unilateral action that are 

based on threshold thinking. 
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Hamburg Lectures in Law and Economics 
Ganna Yudkivska, European Court of Human Rights: 
Human Rights Between Idealism and Self-Destruction: Lessons from the European Court 
 
Abstract:  
The human rights system was born in the wake of the Holocaust as a last barrier against barbarism. 

Today, its expansion has gone far beyond what the drafters envisioned immediately after the 

concentration camps — striving to cover almost all aspects of everyday life. Does this mean we live in 

a human rights paradise? Quite the opposite. Drawing on my twelve years at the European Court of 

Human Rights, this presentation reflects on what I call "human rights inflation" — the process by which 

the prodigious expansion of rights may have weakened rather than strengthened their claims. The crucial 

question is where the thin line lies after which evolution turns into inflation. 

This matters profoundly today. While international institutions debated proportionality and cultural 

sensitivity, authoritarian regimes learned to speak the language of human rights, weaponizing it to justify 

aggression. When everything becomes a right, we risk destroying a concept through conceptual inflation, 

until the original meaning is totally lost — and even the most horrific crimes can be justified in the name 

of "rights." Between idealism and cynicism, we must find a path that preserves both the integrity of 

human rights law and the hope for a just future. 

 

Microeconomics 
Marina Schröder, University of Hannover: 
An Experimental Study on The Influence of Prior Experience on the Adaptation of New Technologies 
 
Abstract:  
While experience is often associated with efficiency gains, it may also the uptake of novel technologies 

and thus, transformation. We investigate this trade-off using a controlled online experiment based on a 

creative ideation task conducted in two stages: a Full Technology stage with access to a complete set of 

materials, and a Limited Technology stage with restricted tools. We vary both the order of stages and 

the provision of a starting point to isolate the effects of experience and knowledge. Our results show 

that both experience and knowledge significantly reduce the intensity of new technology adoption. 

Participants with prior exposure rely less on the new technology, both by selecting ideas that require it 

less and by using it less intensively in the implementation of ideas. Overall, the findings highlight a 

tension between short-run efficiency gains due to experience and knowledge and the adaptation of new 

technologies.  
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ACTIVITIES OF DEPARTMENT MEMBERS 
 
New Publications 
 
 Funke, M. and A. Wende (2026), " The Limited Effectiveness of Sanctions on Russia: 

Modeling Loopholes and Workarounds," Canadian Journal of Economics (accepted for 

publication). 
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