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When human rights lawyer Philippe Sands received an invitation to deliver a lecture in the western Ukrainian city of Lviv, he began
to uncover a series of extraordinary historical coincidences. It set him on a quest that would take him halfway around the world in
an exploration of the origins of international law and the pursuit of his own secret family history, beginning and ending with the
last day of the Nuremberg trial. Part historical detective story, part family history, Sands guides us through some interconnected
stories on the development of international law and the inclusion of the terms ‘crimes against humanity' (Lauterpacht) and 'geno-

cide' (Lemkin) in the judgement at Nuremberg.
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