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What are the major problems facing 
democracies? What are the connections 
between these problems? What are the 
democratic ways to resolve these prob-
lems and reconcile all affected by them?

The workshop brings together scholars who have 
presented enlightening responses to these three 
questions from a wide variety of  perspectives. 
They will engage in a comparative and critical 
dialogue oriented to reciprocal elucidation, mutual 
understanding and democratic ways forward. The 
United Nations suggests that the proliferation of  
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dialogues of  this type is the democratic and effective 
way of  resolution and reconciliation.

‘Democracies’ include state-based representative 
government, Indigenous democracy, community- 
based democracy, democratic contestation, global 
democracy, and earth or Gaia democracy of  all 
living beings.

The dialogue will take place over two days. Initial-
ly among the invited scholars, then with graduate 
students, and then with the wider public. We hope 
this will serve as an exemplar of  how to address 
these problems democratically and non-violently.
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