Opinion Dynamics in Social Networks Mini Course

Friederike Mengel
University of Hamburg, 171-21st May 2021.

In this course we will study social networks and how they are formed. A particular
emphasis will be on how opinions spread through social networks, how conventions
and social norms arise and how they change over time. The course will both outline
the most prominent theoretical as well as empirical approaches. We will introduce the
basic concepts necessary to study social networks, opinions and social norms and
showcase examples of current research in these areas.

Monday 17th May

10-12: Lecture 1: Introduction to Networks
17-18: Discussion of Problem Set

Tuesday 18" May

10-12: Lecture 2: Network Formation; Connections
16-17: Discussion of Problem Set
17-18: Lecture 3: Gender Differences in Networking

Wednesday 19" May

10-12: Lecture 4: Learning in Networks I: Opinion Dynamics
15-16: Discussion of Problem Set
16-18: Lecture 5: Learning in Networks IlI: Opinion Dynamics

Thursday 20th May

10-12: Lecture 6: Social Norms and Conventions: Introduction
17:15-18:45: Microeconomics Seminar

Friday 21st May

10-12: Lecture 7: Empirical Research on Social Norms

16-18: Lecture 8: Learning in Networks Ill: Social Norms and Conventions
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