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Abstract 

Many theorists of social power assume that agents’ power operates only by way of their 

intentional actions and their causal role in effecting outcomes. The former assumption is true of 

agential power, the latter of causal power, but neither is true of the social power of agents in 

general. Distinguishing between agential and structural power, I defend a notion of structural 

power as a type of non-intentional, passive power agents have in virtue of their position in a 

social structure and independently of their intentional actions. Distinguishing between causal 

and non-causal power, I also defend a non-causal type of power by which agents effect or elicit 

outcomes without causing them. 
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