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The History of the Concept Welfare State 

 

 
"Welfare state" was coined in the mid-19th Century and in the 20th Century it has become a key concept 

in the political language i most Western countries and even beyond that. However, it is also clear that the 

term has different meanings and connotations in different contents. Presenting an ongoing comparative 

research project this lecture will entangle the different meanings and trace changes over time. 
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Prof. Klaus Petersen, PhD  is head of the Centre for 

Welfare State Research of the University of 

Southern Denmark. He is concerned with Welfare 

state history in Denmark, the Nordic countries, and 

in a transnational perspective. 
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