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3.1 Orientate | Search portal: EconBiz

3.2 Analyze | Database: SSCI  
(Citation Reports, Forward Referencing)

3.3 Search | Database: 
Business Source Complete, ABI/Inform Collection, 
EconLit

3.4 Round up
Databases from other subject areas, AI tools
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1 Plan
Basic information
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Searching
= Play to win!

With the right strategy.

World Poker Tour: Chips, 11.11.2014, https://flic.kr/p/q2bTzr
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1.1 Time frame

5

3

Passive 
Search 

(Search, 
citation alerts)

2 

Focussed
Search

Structuring you
topic, chapters

1

Explorative 
Search

Overview, 
a few details
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1.1 Prepare Hard-/Software / Library WISO/BWL

o Set bookmarks:

▪ Library WISO/BWL

▪ Katalogplus, Elektronische Zeitschriftenbibliothek

▪ Campuslieferdienst

o Library card

▪ Check-out, Put a hold on a checked-out book

▪ Delivery services

o Install software

▪ VPN (accessing electronic resources off-campus)

▪ Literature management software

& and more

o Set bookmarks

▪ ZBW: requesting material

▪ Recommend a purchase

▪ GoogleBooks

▪ VHB-JOURQUAL

o Prepare interlibrary loan

▪ Online-Fernleihe (GBV) 
(Sent to Stabi) 

o Prepare subito

▪ Document delivery via subito 
(Sent to your home address)
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https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/
https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/
http://www.bibliothek.uni-regensburg.de/ezeit/fl.phtml?notation=&bibid=SUBHH&colors=7
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/en/bibliothek/service/lern-und-arbeitsort/calief.html
https://libcard.rrz.uni-hamburg.de/sub/
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/ausleihe/vormerkung-und-magazinbestellung.html
https://www.rrz.uni-hamburg.de/services/netz/vpn.html
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/ueber-die-bibliothek/neues-aus-der-bibliothek/nachricht19-061-recherchetipp65.html
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/ausleihe/zbw-bestellung.html
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/service/neue-buecher/erwerbungsvorschlag.html
https://books.google.com/
https://www.vhbonline.org/vhb4you/vhb-jourqual/vhb-jourqual-3/gesamtliste
http://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/service/leihen-liefern/fernleihe-dokumentlieferung/online-fernleihe.html
http://www.subito-doc.de/index.php?
http://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/service/leihen-liefern/fernleihe-dokumentlieferung/subito-direktlieferdienst.html
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Is it a book / book chapter or a journal article?

o Write down the library and 
the shelf mark, 
check if an ebook is
available.

o You only need a chapter? 
Order a scan via the
Scan & deliver service

Do you find the book in 
Katalogplus?

o Is the title available at ZBW: 
ZBW requesting material

o for literature published in 
recent years (i.e. 2024/2025):  
Recommend a purchase

o for older literature: check the
slow (GBV Online-Fernleihe) 
or the fast (subito) document
delivery service

o check Google Books for a first
glimpse at the title

The book is not in our
collection?

Is the fulltext (of the
article, Working Paper) 
available on the internet? 

o Search the title of the journal 
article or the working paper 
in Google
(„search for a phrase“ by 
using quotation marks, 
if nec. limit to filetype:pdf) 
>> be on campus or login via 
VPN to get access to our 
licenced resources

Do you find the
journal title in 
Katalogplus?

Do you find the
journal title in 
the ZDB?

1.1 Infrastructure: Finding fulltexts
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https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/en/bibliothek/service/lern-und-arbeitsort/calief.html
https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/ausleihe/zbw-bestellung.html
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/service/neue-buecher/erwerbungsvorschlag.html
https://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/service/leihen-liefern/fernleihe-dokumentlieferung/online-fernleihe.html
http://www.subito-doc.de/index.php?lang=de&mod=page&pid=RegistrierungEndverbraucher&PHPSESSID=43ce07d5ef45e1e20fed390b7ad88938
https://books.google.de/
https://www.google.de/
https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/
https://zdb-katalog.de/index.xhtml


1.1 Infrastructure: Scan, order, request options
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Bücher Request
Closed stacks
at FB Sowi
via Katalogplus

Request
Closed stacks
via Katalogplus

+ ZBW
ZBW: request materials
to be sent to FB Wiwi
via web form

Artikel, Kapitel Scan & deliver
service
Request scans
via Katalogplus

Scan & deliver
service
Request scans
via Katalogplus

+ Elsevier
Dokumentlieferdienst 
Elsevier 
(only for WISO/BWL 
members) 
via web form

ZBW Remote Access
via ZBW-Nutzerkarte
POLLUX via Konto
SocioHub via Benutzerkonto

Fernleihe / Interlibrary Loan
via GBV-Online-Fernleihe
3 EUR/request after 
registering your library card
for ILL at the Stabi

Dokumentlieferdienst / 
Document delivery
via subito with personal 
registration; books are sent
to your private address

Library WISO/BWL Bibliothekssystem UHH

Germany

Before you order: 
Please check for
electronic versions of 
articles via Google, or
journals via EZB.

Before you order: 
Please check for an 
electronic version
via Katalogplus

+ Library WISO/BWL
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https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/
https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/ausleihe/zbw-bestellung.html
https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/
https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/service/fuer-lehrpersonal/lieferdienste/elsevier.html
https://www.econbiz.de/eb/de/hilfe/remote-access-zbw
https://www.pollux-fid.de/signup
https://sociohub-fid.de/p/Info#wie-erfolgt-reg
https://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/service/leihen-liefern/fernleihe-dokumentlieferung/online-fernleihe.html
http://www.subito-doc.de/index.php?lang=de&mod=page&pid=RegistrierungEndverbraucher&PHPSESSID=43ce07d5ef45e1e20fed390b7ad88938
http://www.google.de/
https://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/recherche/elektronische-zeitschriftenbibliothek.html
https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/


1.2 Basics: Databases and Search terms
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Fields
= Keyword vs. Descriptor

Search Syntax
= AND, OR, History

Search Terms
= Concepts, Synonyms

Database
= subject-specific, interdisciplinary

How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann



1.3 Precision & Recall

23.01.2025 10

Precision
= Accuracy, Specifity
Goal: high percentage
of relevant documents

Recall
= Comprehensiveness
Goal: all documents on the
topic

Replicable und 
reproducable

Fallout
= loss / what is not found?
Goal: to overlook as few documents as
possible

How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann



2 Prepare
Search terms, Concept box



2.1 Search terms
Search tip: How and where do I find good search terms? [German]
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/ueber-die-bibliothek/neues-aus-der-
bibliothek/recherchetipps/nachricht19-030-recherchetipp58.html

Vom Thema zur Suche (PDF) (Stand: März 2024) 
Vorlage Arbeitsblatt Suchbegriffe (Word) (Stand: März 2024)

Tool: Concept box
▪ Enyclopedias
▪ Dictionaries and thesaurus
▪ Interdisciplinary and/or subject-specific handbooks
23.01.2025 12How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann

https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/ueber-die-bibliothek/neues-aus-der-bibliothek/recherchetipps/nachricht19-030-recherchetipp58.html
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/service/beratung-und-schulungen/materialien/vom-thema-zur-suche-202403.pdf
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/service/beratung-und-schulungen/materialien/arbeitsblatt-suchbegriffe-vorlage.docx


2.2 Search terms: Concept box
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2.3 Resources: encyclopedias/thesauri – German/Englisch
▪ Wikipedia / http://de.wikipedia.org
▪ Google / http://www.google.de

▪ limit to PDF files by using filetype:pdf, access open access fulltexts
▪ use VPN to get access to all licensed electronic resources within the Bibliothekssystem Universität HH

▪ GoogleScholar / http://scholar.google.de
▪ „Cited by“, „Related articles“, „Find it UHH“

▪ OpenThesaurus / https://www.openthesaurus.de/
▪ Webster Thesaurus / https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus
▪ Synonyms via Perplexity.ai or UHHGPT

▪ Standard Thesaurus Wirtschaft / http://zbw.eu/stw/ (also via wiso)
▪ Thesaurus Sozialwissenschaften / http://lod.gesis.org/thesoz/de.html (also via wiso)
▪ Keywords/Subjects/Descriptors that are used in the bibliographic databases
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http://de.wikipedia.org/
http://www.google.de/
http://scholar.google.de/
https://www.openthesaurus.de/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus
https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://uhhgpt.uni-hamburg.de/login.php
http://zbw.eu/stw/
https://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/recherche/datenbank-informationssystem/detail/datenbank/2173.html
http://lod.gesis.org/thesoz/de.html
https://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/recherche/datenbank-informationssystem/detail/datenbank/2173.html


2.4 AI tools

i.e. UHHGPT, Perplexity.ai (brainstorming for synonyms and alternative terms)

Prompt:

For my literature search on the topic „Knowledge transfer between generations“, 
I would like to apply the Blockbuildung/Building Blocks method.

1) Identify the keywords in my topic.
2) Find 20 English synonyms for: „Knowledge transfer“. Rank these by relevance.
3) Find 20 English broader and narrower terms for: „Knowledge transfer“. Rank these by

relevance.
4) Find 20 English related terms for: „Knowledge transfer“. Rank these by relevance.

23.01.2025 15How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann

https://uhhgpt.uni-hamburg.de/login.php
https://www.perplexity.ai/


2.5 Search terms: Concept box - Example
Main 
Concepts

Knowledge transfer (between) Generations Variable

Synonyms Knowledge spillover, 
knowledge sharing, Know-
how transfer

Altersgruppe, Jahrgang, Kohorte, Kennzeichen, Merkmale, 
Determinante, Aspekt, 
Facette, Einflussvariable, 
Kriterium, Merkmal

Broader/
Narrower Terms

Informationsverbreitung, 
Wissensmanagement
Erfahrungswissen, 
Fachwissen
Transfer, Weitergabe

Ältere Menschen, Generation 50plus, 
Baby boomers, mid agers, Ältere 
Arbeitskräfte; elderly workforce, aging
workforce, older workers; junge 
Arbeitskräfte, young employees; 
Altersstufe; Senior-Experte

Erklärende Variable, 
Rahmenbedingung 

Related
Terms

Übermittlung, Übertragung, 
Austausch

Intergenerativ, intergenerationell, 
intergenerational

23.01.2025 16How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann



2.6 Search Syntax
▪ Search terms

▪ Term = words from the text, i.e. abstract, title, author field

▪ Keyword/ Descriptor = are not part of the original text, describe the content

▪ Thesaurus = Descriptors in hierarchical order
z.B. Thesaurus Wirtschaft: B Betriebswirtschaft >  B.04 Personalmanagement >  B.04.04 Arbeitsbedingungen & 
betriebliche Arbeitsbeziehungen >  B.04.04.01 Arbeitsbedingungen >  Mitarbeiterbindung 

▪ Truncation: Word stem search, Wildcard (#/*/?)

▪ Boolean operators:      UND / AND ODER / OR

▪ Adjacency operators:  number of words between search terms
i.e. oil W3 (disaster OR clean-up OR contamination) 

▪ Phrase search: „xxx xxx“
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2.7 Truncate and combine

Topic: Knowledge transfer between generations

(„knowledge transfer*“ OR „knowledge shar*“ OR „knowledge exchange*“) 
AND 
(intergeneration* OR older OR „age group*“) 

Applied:
▪ Truncation: Word stem, Wildcard (#/*/?)
▪ Phrase search: „xxx xxx“
For the search strategy (Block Building Approach):
▪ Boolean Operators: AND / OR

23.01.2025 18How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann

intergeneration*
OR

older
OR

„age group*“

„knowledge transfer“
OR
„knowledge shar*“
OR
„knowledge exchange*“



3 Implement
Build your searches



3.1 Databases: Universe

23.01.2025 20

https://flic.kr/p/da6xm5/
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3.2 Databases: Starting points
▪ Bibliothek WISO/BWL > Recherche > Datenbanken und Portale > Kataloge

▪ Selected Catalogs (Books)

▪ https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/en/bibliothek/recherche/kataloge.html

▪ Bibliothek WISO/BWL > Recherche > Datenbanken und Portale > Artikel und Bücher
▪ Selected databases (journal articles)

▪ https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/en/bibliothek/recherche/datenbanken/buecher-und-artikel.html

▪ DBIS – Datenbank-Informationssystem
▪ All databases available at UHH (free + licensed)

▪ https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/
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https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/en/bibliothek/recherche/kataloge.html
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/en/bibliothek/recherche/datenbanken/buecher-und-artikel.html
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/


3.3 Datenbases: Business & Management
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https://flic.kr/p/da6xm5/

Business Source Complete
(Ebsco)
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ABI/Inform Collection
(Proquest)

Social Sciences
Citation Index 
(Web of Science) 

R e l e v a n c e E x p l o r a t i o n C o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s
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3.3 Datenbases: Business & Management
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https://flic.kr/p/da6xm5/

(1) Introductions, Working papers Econbiz (ZBW)

(2) Most cited articles (all subjects) SSCI (Web of Science)

(3) Subject-specific: Business, 
Management 
relevant (precision) 
& complete (recall)

Business Source Complete (Ebsco)

ABI/Inform Complete (Proquest)

wiso (Genios)

(4) Adjacent disciplines List in DBIS, ConnectedPapers

How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann

http://www.econbiz.de/
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/360.html
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/5660.html
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/8056.html
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/2173.html
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/
https://www.connectedpapers.com/


3.4 Datenbanken: Sociology
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SocIndex
(Ebsco)
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IBSS
(Proquest)

Social Sciences
Citation Index 
(Web of Science) 

R e l e v a n c e E x p l o r a t i o n C o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s
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3.4 Databases: Sociology
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https://flic.kr/p/da6xm5/

(1) Introductions, Working papers Econbiz (ZBW), Sociohub, POLLUX

(2) Most cited articles (all subjects) SSCI (Web of Science)

(3) Subject-specific: Sociology
relevant (precision) 
& complete (recall)

SocIndex (Ebsco)

IBSS (Proquest)

wiso (Genios)

(4) Adjacent disciplines List in DBIS, ConnectedPapers
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http://www.econbiz.de/
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/360.html
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/6235.html
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/resources/1030
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/2173.html
https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/
https://www.connectedpapers.com/


3.5 Databases: Different subjects – same platforms
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Search portals

Econbiz

SocioHub, 
Pollux

Web of Science

SSCI

SSCI

EBSCOhost

Business 
Source 

Complete

SocIndex,
Political 

Science C.

Proquest

ABI/Inform

IBSS
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3.5 Databases: Search syntax
wiso
(Genios)

Business Source 
Complete (Ebsco)

ABI/Inform
Complete (Proquest)

Web of Science
(ISI)

„labo?r market*“ "labo#r market*" „labo*r market*“ "labo$r market*" 

Standard Thesaurus 
Wirtschaft

Business Thesaurus
JEL classif. system

Proquest Thesaurus KeyWords Plus

Einfache Suche = Volltext + 
Metadaten

Basic Search = 
alle Felder

Standardsuche = 
Volltext + Metadaten

Basic Search: Topic = Titel, 
Abstract, KW

„Wort1 Wort2″~3
Wetter Sonne^5 Regen^3 
Hagel^1 [Boosting]
Merkel#10

N3 
W3 

PRE | PRE3
NEAR/3 | N/3

NEAR | NEAR/3

Literaturnachweise Scholarly Journals Peer reviewed [Peer reviewed]
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3.6 Search strategies in practice
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1. My search
string

• Start with the
search string that is
based on your
concept box. 

• Check your
truncations. 

• Limit your results
to peer reviewed
publications.

• Evaluate the
relevance of the
results. 

2. First tuning:  
My ideas

• Adapt your search.

• Too many hits: 
add another
concept or change
the search field
(i.e. limit your
search to the title 
and abstract fields). 

• Too few hits: 
Search only two out 
of 3+ aspects of 
your topic and use
alternative search
terms.

3. Second tuning:  
Descriptors

• Use the indexing
of the database, 
i.e. keywords and 
descriptors that are
used for your topic
in the specific
database.

• Combine 
descriptors with
other descriptors or
parts of your own 
search strings. 

• Evaluate your
search results.

4. Third tuning:
Exploration

• Some databases
show similar
results/articles by
topic, author or
based on the
bibliography
(cited references).

5. Save

• Select relevant 
results and save 
them to your
literature
management
software.

• Save your search
history by logging
into your registered 
account with the
search interface 
(EBSCOhost, 
Proquest, 
Clarivate).
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3.7 Lern check

▪ What are your three most important take-aways?
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3.1 Orientate
Introductions: Books, Working Papers



3.1.1 Katalogplus
URL: https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/
For finding books
▪ Collections of the Bibliothekssystem UHH 
▪ For introductions, overviews, summaries as well as up-to-date studies and research

results, helps to get a context for the topic
Suche
▪ Alle Felder, Titel
▪ Limiters
▪ Sort by Relevance and Date
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https://katalogplus.sub.uni-hamburg.de/vufind/


3.1.2 Subject-specific Search Portals
Business, Management, Economics: Econbiz / http://www.econbiz.de

Sociology: SocioHub / https://www.sociohub-fid.de/

Politics: POLLUX / https://pollux.suub.uni-bremen.de/

Media science, Journalism: adlr.link / https://katalog.adlr.link/

Health and Medicine: LIVIVO / https://www.livivo.de/
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http://www.econbiz.de/
https://www.sociohub-fid.de/
https://pollux.suub.uni-bremen.de/
https://katalog.adlr.link/
https://www.livivo.de/


3.1.3 Search portal: Econbiz
URL: https://www.econbiz.de/
For finding books and working papers
▪ Collections of the ZBW, Germany and international 
▪ For introductions, overviews, summaries as well as up-to-date studies and research

results, helps to get a context for the topic
Suche
▪ All fields; limit to: „Title“; Syntax: „labo?r market*“
▪ Standard Thesaurus Wirtschaft
▪ Sort by Relevance and Date (newest first)
▪ Detailed view: subject terms, similar results (topic, author)
▪ Search history
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https://www.econbiz.de/


3.1.3 Econbiz: Excercise
URL: www.econbiz.de

Build your search. 
▪ Use Boolean operators and brackets (synonyms with OR).

Example: (wissen* OR knowledge*) AND
(transfer* OR weitergabe* OR austausch* OR sharing*) AND 
(generation* OR intergeneration* OR intergenerativ*).

▪ Limit the search to the Title field.
▪ Check out the rankings „Relevance“ and „Date (newest first)“.

Check the results list.
▪ Which subject terms can you use? 
▪ Does the articles fit your topic? Is there a new aspect of your topic?
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http://www.econbiz.de/


3.1.3 Econbiz / Results list
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3.1.3 Econbiz / Detailed view
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3.2 Analyse
SSCI (w/ Citation Reports, Forward Referencing)



3.2.1 Social Sciences Citation Index

URL: https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/360
For finding the most important journal articles for a topic
▪ Interdisciplinary, publications worldwide
▪ Who cites whom?

Suche
▪ Syntax: „labo$r market*“
▪ Clarivate: Citation Report (Tutorial)
▪ Cited References, Times Cited
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https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/360.html
https://youtu.be/n76odeELk_o


3.2.2 SSCI: My Search string
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1. Go to „Advanced Search“.
2. In the field menue, change „All Fields“ to „Topic“.
3. Enter your first concept (English terms only). Click on „Add to

Query“ and on Search.
4. In the top left corner, go back to „Advanced Search“ and hit

„Clear“ to empty the Query Preview.
5. Enter the search string for your second concept. Click on „Add 

to Query“ and on Search.
6. In the top left corner, go back to „Advanced Search“ and hit

„Clear“ to empty the Query Preview.
7. Combine your searches. Go back to Advanced Search. Scroll 

down to „Session Queries“. Select relevent searches and click
on AND.

8. Click on the number of results to see the detailed results list. 
Note: SSCI only inlcudes articles that are peer reviewed. 

Meine Strategie für die Literaturrecherche, Sabine Rauchmann



3.2.3 SSCI: First tuning (My ideas)
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1. On the left handside, open the filter „Web of Science 
Categories“. Click on „See all“ and get a list of all 
subjects that provide results in your list.

2. Select the relevant subjects. 
Click on „Refine“.

3. Adapt your search by
- editing your search string („Edit“) and adding or
deleting synonyms, or by
- adding a new search for another concept.

Meine Strategie für die Literaturrecherche, Sabine Rauchmann



3.2.4 SSCI: Second tuning (Descriptors)
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1. Take a look at interesting articles in the full display. In the 
“Keywords” section you can see the keywords listed in the SSCI:
- Author Keywords were assigned by the authors and are not 
standardized.
- Keywords Plus are automatically generated words based on an 
analysis of the literature cited by the article.

2. Click on interesting keywords and make a note of them for 
further searches.

3. To do this, go back to "Advanced Search" and combine 
- the keywords with each other or 
- replace one concept with the keyword and combine this with 
your own search string for the other concept.

4. Try different combinations.

Meine Strategie für die Literaturrecherche, Sabine Rauchmann



3.2.5 SSCI: Third tuning (Exploration)
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1. Display the list of your hits. Select “Citation Report” at the top 
on the right side. Here Web of Science analyses the hits 
according to which have been cited most frequently by other 
articles. It is assumed that frequently cited literature 
represents basic literature that can be cited in the 
introduction to a topic.

2. Take a look at interesting articles in the full display. Use the 
“Citation Network” box in particular:

▪ XX Citations = how often the article was cited: If you click 
on the number, the articles are listed.

▪ XX Cited References = the bibliography of this article: 
click on the number to list the articles.

▪ „View Related Records“ = Articles that have a high 
correspondence to the articles used in the bibliography.
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3.2.6 Social Sciences Citation Index / Citation Report
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3.2.7 Social Sciences Citation Index / Citation Report
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3.3 Search
Business Source Complete, ABI/Inform Collection



3.3.1 Business Source Complete
URL: https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/6235
For finding journal articles, international
▪ in all publications in business studies worldwide
▪ for getting the latest studies and research results

Suche
▪ Search History (Save Searches / Alerts), Limit to „Peer Reviewed“
▪ Cited References, Times Cited in this Database
▪ "labo#r market*„; N3 (words not in order) | W3 (words in order)
▪ Detailed Record: Find Similar Results (SmartText Searching)
▪ Alert: Sign In > Alerts (e-mail or RSS feed)
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3.3.2 Business Source Complete: Exercise
1. Log into “Business Source Complete”. 

2. Search your main concepts.
Example:

• “car tax*” OR “vehicle tax*”

• emission* OR carbon* OR co2*

• effect* OR impact* OR influence* OR outcome* OR result* OR reduction*

3. Go to „Search history“ and combine your searches (“Search with AND”). 
Limit your results to „Peer reviewed“.

4. Have a look at your results. Are there any subject terms that are relevant for your topic? 
Search with these and combine your searches again. 

5. Save relevant references and find the fulltext (                    ).
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3.3.3 BSC: My Search string
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1. Search for the concepts 
individually - only terms in English 
will work.

2. Connect your searches in the 
Search History with AND.

3. Limit your results in the left-hand 
menu under “Limit to” to “Peer 
Reviewed”.

4. Take a look at the first page of 
results.
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3.3.4 BSC: First tuning (My ideas)
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1. If you have too many hits, delete 
synonyms if necessary or add another 
concept.

2. If you have too few hits, leave out a 
concept and/or add more synonyms
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3.3.5 BSC: Second tuning (Descriptors)
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1. If you find an interesting hit, open it (to the 
right of the title: Sheet with magnifying glass 
/ Detailed record).

2. Take a look at he Subject Terms.

3. When you click on interesting keywords, a 
new search is performed for that keyword.

4. Go to „Search History“.

5. Select a relevant combination of keywords 
and combine them with AND, e.g.
- one keyword for each concept (you replace 
your initial searches with the keywords);
- a keyword for concept 1 and a search string 
from the beginning for concept 2.
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3.3.6 BSC: Second tuning (Descriptors)
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6. In the left-hand menu under “Limit to”, 
limit your results again to “Peer Reviewed”. 

7. If you now have too few or too many hits, 
change the combination, e.g. 
- a keyword for concept 2 and a search 
string from the beginning for concept 1; 
- another keyword for concept 2 in 
combination with a keyword for concept 1, 
etc.

8. In the left-hand menu under “Limit to”, 
limit your results again to “Peer Reviewed”. 

9. Try various combinations.
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3.3.7 BSC: Third tuning (Exploration)
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1. Take a look at the details of individual hits 
(Detailed Record).

▪ „Cited References“ (bibliography of this
article),

▪ „Times Cited in this Database" (how 
often the article was cited by other 
articles in this database (here: Business 
Source Complete),

▪ „Find Similar Results“ (based on the 
Smart Text Searching search 
algorithm).
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3.3.8 Business Source Complete / Search
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https://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/recherche/datenbank-informationssystem/detail/datenbank/5660.html


3.3.9 Business Source Complete / Detailed view

23.01.2025 54How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann

http://www.sub.uni-hamburg.de/recherche/datenbank-informationssystem/detail/datenbank/6235.html


3.3.10 ABI/Inform Collection
URL: https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/8056
For finding journal articles, international
▪ in all publications in business studies worldwide
▪ for getting the latest studies and research results
Suche
▪ Recent searches (save search/alert), Limit to „Peer reviewed“
▪ Important: search in the field „All fields without fulltext (NOFT)“ 
▪ „labo*r market*“; PRE | PRE3 (in order given), NEAR/3 | N/3 (in any order)
▪ Details: Subject, Classification, Business indexing term, Industry
▪ Alert: My Research > alert, RSS feed
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3.3.11 ABI/Inform: Advanced Search > NOFT 
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3.4 Round up
Databases from adjacent subjects, AI tools



3.4.1 Database Information System (DBIS)
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3.4.2 AI tools
▪ Literature search

– connections
▪ Connected Papers
▪ Inciteful
▪ Litmaps

▪ More AI resources: https://www.vkkiwa.de/ki-ressourcen/
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https://www.connectedpapers.com/
https://inciteful.xyz/
https://app.litmaps.com/
https://www.vkkiwa.de/ki-ressourcen/
https://www.connectedpapers.com/main/5b0baf035b1d441c4a076322c3cd64c78e8a3c27/Working-from-Home-and-Worker-Well%20being%3A-New-Evidence-from-Germany/graph
https://inciteful.xyz/c?to=W3162431352&from=W4319794004&extendedGraph=true


3.4.3 ConnectedPapers
URL: https://www.connectedpapers.com/
ZIEL: Visualise connections between publications
▪ publications from all over the world
▪ including the most recent studies and research results

Search
▪ Title of the articles or DOI
▪ Based on: Semantic Scholar
▪ Also shows conenctions between the cited articles
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4 Evaluate
Check lists, CRAAP



4.1 Learn check: Check list Searching
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Translation of topic into search concepts

Operators (AND, OR, brackets)

Descriptors, subject headings

Versions (spelling, truncation, related terms, typos)

Search filter (Peer Reviewed, Literaturnachweise)

Search fields (title, author, subject terms, NOFT)

Databases (all relevant databases, use search options)
PRESS Peer Review of Electronic Search Strategies: 2015 Guideline Statement
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4.2 Search strategies in theory
Citation Pearl Growing Approach
(Snow ball effect)

Successive Fractions Approach 
(AND/NOT)

Block Building Approach 
(AND/NOT)

If you have found a relevant artice on your
topic, you can use this article to find 
related publications on the topic by
scanning the bibliography, checking if this
article has been cited, having a look at the
provided keywords, or checking for other
publications of the author.

You start with a general search and add
more specific search terms with each
new search.

You dissect your topic into separate 
concepts and combine those with
Boolean operators AND or OR. 

= from 1 to 10+ results = from 100 to 80 to 50 to 10 results = from 300 plus 500 to 20 results

Expansion Excerpt / Specificity Overlap
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4.3 Search strategies in practice
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1. My search
string

• Start with the
search string based
on your concept
box. 

• Check your
truncation. 

• Limit your results
to peer reviewed
publications.

• Evaluate the
relevance of the
hits. 

2. First tuning:  
My ideas

• Adapt your search.

• Too many hits: 
add another
concept or change
the search field
(i.e. limit your
search to the title 
and abstract fields). 

• Too few hits: 
Search only two out 
of 3+ aspects of 
your topic and use
alternative search
terms.

3. Second tuning:  
Descriptors

• Use the indexing
of the database, 
i.e. keywords and 
descriptors that are
used for your topic
in the specific
database.

• Combine 
descriptors with
descriptors or parts
of your own search
strings. 

• Evaluate your
search results.

4. Third tuning:
Exploration

• Some databases
show similar
results/articles by
topic, author or
based on the
bibliography (cited
by, cited
references).

5. Save

• Select relevant 
results and save 
them to your
literature
management
software.

• Save your search
history by
registering with the
search interface 
(EBSCOhost, 
Proquest, 
Clarivate).
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4.4 CRAAP test and SIFT test
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https://libguides.cmich.edu/web_research/craap
https://checkpleasecc.notion.site/Introducing-SIFT-04db7879dd7a4efaa76bfb2397d11ffd


4.5 Journal Citation Report
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https://dbis.ur.de/SUBHH/resources/359


4.6 VHB Jourqual
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5 Ask
Support and consultations



5.1 Online Materials
▪ Search tips (in German)

https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/recherche/recherchetipps.html

▪ Materials from training sessions (in German)
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/service/beratung-und-
schulungen/materialien.html

▪ Materials of database providers
▪ Econbiz: Hilfe, Inhalte, Einführung als PDF oder Prezi
▪ Wiso (Genios): Hilfe, inkl. Videos, Schnelleinstieg
▪ Business Source Complete (EBSCOhost): Basic Searching, Advanced Searching, 

Using the EBSCOhost Search History
▪ ABI/Inform Complete (Proquest): Basic Search, Advanced Search
▪ Web of Science: Clarivate Citation Report
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https://youtu.be/77wAllIYNTk


5.2 Out-take: Artificial intelligence
AI resources

▪ Finding search terms, generating ideas: UHHGPT (as feedback budy), Perplexity.ai
▪ Searching for literature

– connections: Connected Papers, Litmaps, Inciteful, Open Knowledge Maps
– analyzing articles: Consensus, Elicit, ASReview

▪ Text generation: UHHGPT, Perplexity.ai, R Discovery
▪ Translating: Google Übersetzer, DeepL Translator
▪ Writing: Trinka, Grammarly, DeepL Write

Limits
▪ Data privacy: AI learns with your data
▪ Quality? (AI hallucinates (makes things up))
▪ Reproducibility? Comprehensiveness?
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https://uhhgpt.uni-hamburg.de/login.php
https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://www.connectedpapers.com/
https://app.litmaps.com/
https://inciteful.xyz/
https://openknowledgemaps.org/index
https://consensus.app/
https://elicit.com/
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https://discovery.researcher.life/ask-rdiscovery
https://translate.google.com/
https://www.deepl.com/de/translator
https://www.trinka.ai/
https://app.grammarly.com/
https://www.deepl.com/de/translator


5.3 Ask your questions

▪ Circulation desk

▪ Using the library, library card, library loan periods, fines, holds

▪ Tel.: +49 40 42838-5596/-5720

▪ Contact form: https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek/kontakt.html

▪ Information desk

▪ Finding electronic full texts, requesting books and articles that are not available at Bibliothekssystem UHH

▪ mon-fri: 10 am – 5 pm

▪ E-Mail: wiwi-information.wiso@uni-hamburg.de
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5.4 Workshops and consultations
▪ Literature search for your seminar/master thesis

▪ Tailored to your needs, for groups of 5+

▪ Reference management software

▪ Introdcution to Citavi and Zotero, for groups of 5+ 

▪ F2F Consultation (ca. 30 min)

▪ Upon request.

Please send an e-mail to: 
bib-schulung.wiso@uni-hamburg.de
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5.5 Take-out: Writing Center
▪ Workshops

▪ Hallo Abschlussarbeit!, Meine Abschlussarbeit angehen

▪ Schreiben mit UHHGPT

▪ Writing Consultation

▪ With registration

▪ Drop in: FB Sowi, Wed 2 pm-4 pm

▪ Weekly Write-In

▪ Mon, Wed 10 am-12 pm, online

▪ Thu 10 am-12 pm 10-12 pm in the Stabi

7523.01.2025 How to do a literature search for your master thesis, Sabine Rauchmann

https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/en/schreibzentrum/schreibworkshops.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/en/schreibzentrum/schreibberatung.html
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Kathy Kimpel: Smile, 26.07.2011, https://flic.kr/p/rfzhV3
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Arbeitsgruppe Informationskompetenz

Universität Hamburg 
Fakultät für Wirtschafts- und Sozialwissenschaften
Bibliothek der Fakultäten WISO und BWL

Von-Melle-Park 5
20146 Hamburg

Telefon: +49 40 42838-5605 Sabine Rauchmann / Koordination, Literaturrecherche
Telefon: +49 40 42838-8812 Elena Pencheva / Koordination, Bibliothekseinführung (FB Wiwi)
Telefon: +49 40 42838-5595 Clint Türkoglu / Bibliothekseinführung (FB Wiwi)
Telefon: +49 40 42838-5598 Anna-Katharina Bruhn / Literaturrecherche (IGK)
Telefon: +49 40 42838-4662 Ute Lehmann / Fachbibliothek Sozialwissenschaften
Telefon: +49 40 42838-3560 T Bleck / Literaturverwaltung mit Citavi/Zotero

E-Mail: bib-schulung.wiso@uni-hamburg.de
www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/bibliothek
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