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The 21st century has brought about a change from merely globalised to constitutionalised international relations. The shift 

comes with a paradox: While international organisations have undergone processes of constitutionalisation compliance 

with international law is highly contested. At the same time, most international actors including both states and none-states 

would be in broad agreement that legitimacy and legality matter in international relations. The paradox has been addressed 

by lawyers and political scientists from a range of theoretical angles who raised questions about the relationship between 

different legal orders and the role of international organisations. Specifically, recent studies of global constitutionalism 

have discussed ways in which the United Nations (UN) can be incorporated into a constitutional order and developed 

methods to assess the constitutionalisation of international organisations such as the World Trade Union (WTO, the 

European Union (EU), Mercosur and other. These academic debates are global. They reflect the pressing problem of 

legitimate governance for politicians and courts as contested UN Security Council decisions inside and outside European 

and other regional courts demonstrate (compare the debate about the Kadi case and its implications for law and politics). 

However, despite the wide-ranging interest and the political pressure to fix global problems with the intervening assistance 

of international institutions, there is little agreement on how to proceed (compare the UN Security Council decision on 

Libya). The observed change that is brought to the fore by global constitutionalism represents a particular challenge to 

international relations theory since it involves a distinct constitutional quality in an area not commonly addressed by 

constitutional theory.  

Contributions to this semester’s lecture series of the Centre for Globalisation and Governance (CGG) will address these 

issues from the perspectives of law and political science, especially international relations and political theory. 

KOORDINATION: Professor Antje Wiener, PhD AcSS Lehrstuhl für Politikwissenschaften insbesondere Global 

Governance und Dr. Philip Liste Universität Hamburg 

02.11.2011 

Interpretation and Effectiveness in International Law 

Robert Howse New York University 

07.12.2011 

Christianity, Sovereignty and Universalism in International Relations 

Cecelia Lynch, University of California at Irvine 

14.12.2011 

How to know where Rule and Reason are? The Concept of Normativity in Empirical Research 

Christoph Möllers, Humboldt Universität Berlin 

18.01.2011  

Constitutionalism and Publicness in the new Global order: A Shifting Relationship 

Neil Walker, University of Edinburgh 

25.01.2012 

Identity, Justice and Globalization 

Richard Ned Lebow, Darthmouth College (USA) 

 


