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Cecilia Lynch is professor for political science at 
University of California, Irvine and director of the Center 
for Global Peace and Conflict Studies. She holds a PhD in 
political science from Columbia University (1993). She 
works on religion and ethics in international affairs, social 
movements and civil society organizations, and 
interpretive/qualitative methods in social science research. 
She is currently completing a book on tensions in 
Christian ethics over the use of violence in the twentieth-
century, and is researching another, “Islamic and Interfaith 
Religious Ethics in World Crises” on interfaith, Christian, 
and Islamic humanitarianism. Her articles address how we 
analyze religion in world politics, Islamic NGOs in Kenya, 
Christian diplomacy, the role of social movements and civil society actors on peace, 
globalization, humanitarianism, and religious/secular ethics, the relationship between 
contemporary theological constructs and international relations, constructivist ethics in 
international politics, substantive issues in qualitative and interpretive research methods, and 
the use of E.H. Carr and Immanuel Kant in international relations theory. 
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